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Eminent Sirs and Sir Knights: 


This as you know is a year of much activity. Our next event will be 
the Easter Sunrise Service at Arlington National Cemetery, Easter 
Sunday, April 2, 1961. Those of you who have had the pleasure and good 
fortune of seeing this, I am most certain were greatly impressed, for 
it igs one of the greatest showings of Christian Knights that is held. 
Those of you who have not seen this, I can only say that you have real- 
ly missed something. Sir Knights, little do we know in this day and 
age how long this Service will continue. Let all of us who can make a 
special effort and go and support this. 


Our next outstanding gathering will be our Grand Commanders' Assembly, 
which to everyone should be of great importance and of the greatest of 
interest, for then it will be decided what drill team will go on to 
Cleveland, Ohio, to represent us at the Triennial in August 1961. To 
the Commanders and Commanderies who have not entered a drill team to 
take part in this contest, I can and must say that you are missing a 
great opportunity for your Commandery, for it will do many things to 
bring your Commandery out front. It will get us all that extra pub- 
licity that we so badly and greatly need. 


We in Grand Commandery feel that no matter how large or how small, each 
Commandery should be really enthusiastic about this competitive drill 
and should make every effort to send a team to Boston on April 15,1961, 


Sir Knights, I have attended many Inspections this year and they have 
been very good. At each of these I have talked seriously about our 
petition and candidate standing. We have a very serious situation at 
this time and we all need badly to build up our membership. We are ‘as 
of the first of March, 119 petitions behind 1960, and 46 behind 1959, 
We have as of March 1, 1961, 373 petitions. If we are to show an in- 
crease in membership this year, we must have at least 750. 


Men, we have not shown a loss in this Grand Commandery for many years. 
Let us not have it start this year, or any other year. Let each of 
us show our good work by pushing harder. 


Sir Knights, we have much to sell and we should stop hiding our light 
urder a bushel. The many activities that are being held this year 
ghould help to give you that extra help in getting that petition 
signed. 

Let us stand up and be counted and put every Commandery over the top 
this year! 


Courteously yours, 


CLARENCE E. BOOTH 
Grand Commander. 
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The story of our Pilgrim fathers and their perilous escape to our 
country where they might live as they wished is familiar to ali who 
have read our history while in school. But some of the detaiis of 
their journey were not written then, and the same threats they attemptec 
to escape are very active in our world today. They established our 
country with freedoms none other enjoyed. They paid no tribute to a 
king whose only claim to his office was his birth. They loved and wor- 
shipped God, their Creator, in any manner they chose. They reserved 

the right to select their own ruler without dictation from some other 
power. 


Many years later it was summed up in those well known words "A govern- 
ment of the people, by the people, and for the people". 


The leaders of our American Revolution, most of whom were Brother 
Masons, were sufficiently educated to give us the two documents es- 
tablishing our nation, and these are not equaled in the world's history, 
Our Brothers were so influenced by their Masonic teachings to recog- 
nize the evil influences that would destroy their work, that in our 
Constitution they separated the Government and Schools from the Church. 
As in Masonry, we serve our God as we choose and extend the same right 
to our neighbors. 


As Masons, we are taught that our first duty is to our God to whom we 
owe all, and the next to our country. This includes our fellow beings. 
The real love and respect for our God and our duty to our fellow be- 
ings is the basis of an American. 


Every citizen of our country should make it his duty to see that our 
children are taught to live the American way, to recognize its enemies 
and to prevent the destruction of our freedom, that the citizens of our 
nation in the years to come may enjoy the same blessings as our fore- 
fathers. 


FROM G.B. KNIGHT TEMPLAR - Masonry Fighting for Survival 


Masonry in all of its roots and branches is fighting for survival in 
many of the metropolitan areas of the United States. An America minus 
the fundamental principles of Masonry and the Christian Church, the 
tenets of which alone gave birth and substance to the national dream, 
would be unthinkable. It would foreshadow the decline of our vaunted 
progress and superior well-being. Yet,it could happen, if as citizens 
we be less than vigilant. We dare not fall away from those disciplines 
which derive from great moral and spiritual affirmations. We dare not 
be oblivious to certain evils and machinations which are of the world 
Within our own land is a sordid underworld in many a city a dominating 
force in municipal government. It pays a high price for the chance ce 
prey on human society. Grave challenges face our rampart institution 
jncluding the Church, the schools and government and society generally. 


When Templary Fails, Democracy Ends 


This nation's future is linked to the precepts of Templary and the 
Christian Church. It is therefore of prime importance that Templar 
too, shall grow and prosper. In essence this means that the York i 
must be energized in all of its parts. In many communities thi wae 
stimulation, though adding more and more qualified members | <1 
lutely necessary to the material and spiritual welfare of Maso fone 
its bottom rung - the symbolic Lodge. ary at 


Page 3. 
A NPSSAGE TO MAST3R_ MASONS 


T3i1 Master Masons what the Order of Knights Templar - The Commandery - 
ofrers, in addition to the news coverage of Templary over the world, 
The Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc., conducts research into all 
difficult diseases of the eye, and provides free treatment and hoa- 
pitalization for people - unable to pay for such highly specialized 
treatments and service - without any restrictions as to race, age, 
ereed or color, 


This great humanitarian service was authorized at the 46th Triennial 
Conclave in 1955 at New York. Every member of the Order of Knights 
Templar pays one dollar a year to maintain and develov this service. 
Forms, instructions and identification cards may be obtained by 
writing to The Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 2hs8, 
Reinebeck, New York - Sir Knight Walter A. DeLamater, P.G.M., Execu- 
tive Director. 


CONDITION OF THE ORDER 


The records show that the spirit of the Order is in fine shape and 
in many places we find devoted and dedicated Sir Knights at work. 
But are we sufficiently impressing our Brother Masons and the world 
at large with the worth of our organization? 


The challenge is for a Greater Templary. Our Grand Master, Louis 
Henry Wieber, and our Grand Commander, Clarence Evan Booth, have 
counselled us to be particularly cautious in our suspensions for non- 
payment of dues: This type of loss is a reflection on us for not ee 
doing a good job of properly impressing those who become Knights 
Templar with the opportunities of true service afforded them in our 
Order. We are no stronger than our members. We have enlisted under 
the banner of the Nazarene. Let us be worthy of Him, 


COMING EVENTS: 
Easter Sunrise Service. The Easter Sunrise Service will be held in 
the amphitheater of Arlington National Cemetery, on Sunday, April 25 
1961, at 7:30 A.M. 


Grand Commanders! Assembly and Competitive Drills, Hotel Statler- 
Hilton, Boston, Saturday, April 15, T9611. 


All-Masonic Nite, Boston Garden, Saturday, June 35 29GL, 
Temple Nite at POPS, Tuesday, June 6, 1961. 


).8th Triennial Conclave, to be held in Cleveland, Ohio, August 12 


The following Commanderies have not made their report on the Christmas 
Cood Cheer Funds 

#9, LO; LI, 12, Ibs 15,5 18, 22; 2h, 275 30, 32, 3; ho, Wl and 52. 
ibis report was to be given not later than January 15th, 


5 62-6. Menthly Objective 


YAVE OF COMMANDERY QUOTA MON. FER, TOTAL eeessary to Reach Quote 
sae NUE ROT MUNe eis LULA ame Gh 
St. dohn's 39 4 3 7 Sept. “so a7 
Boston 15 15 L 16 Oct. 137 92 
Newuryport 21 6 4 10 Nove 76 44 
Washington 6 2 0 2 Dece 91 60 
Worcester County 438 26 «63 29 Jane 104 52 
Springfield 33 10 O 10 Febs 138 78 
De Molay 55 22 ef 23 Mare 118 
Holy Sepulchre 24 4 0 4 Apr. 126 
Pilgrim 21 11 0 11 May 82 
Palestine 14 3 4 0 3 June 76 
Milford 11 6 )= 60 0 Accumulative 
St. Bernard 6 3.40 &) ; Obj. Act. 
Calvary 39 4 0 4 Sept. 52 4T 
Haverhill 26 Le EL 28 Oct. 189 139 
Old Colony 14 os © 3 Nove 265 183 
Sutton 37 2 © hed Dec. 356 243 
Bethany 10 7 6 13 Jane 460 295 
Winslow Lewis 13 4 0 4 Febe 598 373 
Jerusalem 20 10 O 10 Mar. 716 
Hugh de Payens 39 3.4 7 Apr. 842 
St. Omer 20 1 O 1 May 924 
Berkshire 19 23. 0 23 June 1000 
Conn. Valley 9 Go 0 0 Comparison 
Woonsocket 10 7 6 7 1961 1960 1959 1958 
Godfrey deBouillon 9 1. 2 3 Sept. 47 44 19 45 
Joseph Warren ald a ~ fh Octe 133 168 96 140 
Narragansett 13 3.20 3 Nove 183 221 141 221 
Bristol 18 6 5 , th Dece 243 306 225 269 
Northampton 8 Oo 1 1 Jane 295 383 293 349 
South Shore 10 o 2£ 10 Feb. 873 492 419 430 
Trinity 13 2 0 2 Mar 608 495 511 
Natick 19 2 1 3 Apr, 678 619 613 
Coeur “é Lion 25 10 =#65 15 May 721 688 693 . 
Gethsemane 31 ae) 9 June 769 #768 44 
Olivet 28 2 4 6 SPIELE MESSER Settee Se aedeteaab settee apap ees cegy 
Athol 3) 0 Oo O Sir Knights: 
Bay State 25 5 Oo 5 Five more commanderies have made their 
Cyprus 11 10 0 10 petition quotas! Cambridge now leads with 
St. Paul 7 1 0 1 150%, Bethany is second with 130%, Berks 
Beauseant 21 a 2 4 shire,which made its quota earlier, is 
Cambridge 10 8 7 15 now third with 121%, Haverhill with 107% 
Eethlehem RB y 0 7 is next, and South Shore and Temple with 
Crange 5 2 0 2 100% each follow. What these six command- 
ivanhoe 17 0 0 OQ eries have done, all commanderies can d 
Quincy 19 2 0 2 "Where there's awill, there's a wast 
Temple 13 11 2 18 true in the attainment of petition quote 
¢t. Andrew 11 4 3 7 When candidates become harder to - tb se 
Peading 22 7 #5 2B solution is to work harder, You a 
Yacmas Smith Webb 13 3 5 8 have time, you have help from vaned ee 
ti: Galahad 11 oO 2 2 mandery, there is a WEY ses hava 5 ee 
yi — ee oe 
TOTALS 1000 295 78 373 J» Leroy Jones, Wirector 


Membership Progress & Fudia3 ity 
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